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COM 1102 
The American Gothic.
a) Analyze the painting by Grant Wood and the poem by John Stone. In what sense can Stone’s poem be regarded as an analysis of the painting?
According to John Stones’ poem by the name, “American Gothic”, there is more description of the Gothic painting by Grant Wood (Bush 46). The majority of the people would describe the painting like a man and a lady standing with a pitchfork, according to what they can see. The art demonstrates a couple with a sad facial expression to the viewer. It also shows a Gothic window in their background. Stone describes the meaning of this painting, explaining what is happening outside the art.
According to the first lines of stones poem, there is a description of what is happening outside the painting. He suggests that there is a farm which is full of animals, mounds of hay, and a smokehouse. The gothic window painted between the couples that is seen in the background is meant to bring the house together. This brings adequate stability to the Gothic painting. The fork acts as a symbol of the hard work of the man. This is also portrayed by the overalls that he has on. This now brings the reader’s attention to the center of the painting. 
In the middle of the painting, there stand the two individuals who first capture the attention of the viewers. Stone describes that the couple standing at the center of the picture have arrested the name of the art based on their upright standing posture and their sad facial expressions. Stone describes that the facial expressions of the couple is due to the daily activities that they are engaged in. These activities are continually running through their mind.
In the absence of Stone’s poem, the reader would only make conclusions about the Gothic paintings. Stone describes the reason why the couple's facial expression, which the reader would interpret differently without Stone’s poem. Stone takes the reader abroad to the farm, then to the middle of the art describing the farm couple and also brings an understanding of the mind of the man being, which varies and cannot be represented in a single painting.
This gives a proper analysis of the painting. Stone has well defined the background of the picture. He stated that the couple are farmers, which is very difficult to interpret in the absence of Stone’s poem. Stone also described that the facial expression of the couple is due to whatever is running through their minds. Someone would otherwise interpret that the couple is not happy with each other or something like that. Therefore, Stone’s poem can be described as a proper interpretation of the Gothic paintings.
b) Does stone see Grant's depiction of the two figures as a satire or a celebration?
According to Stone, the two figures in the painting can be described as a satire, as he interpreted. Starting with the background, Stone relates that it is a farm (Haskell 2018). This is a clear indication of the hard work of the couple in the painting. Regardless of their hard work, they still live in poor conditions hence the satirizing their hard work. The Gothic window is meant to glue the house together, which brings out an interpretation of exaggeration. It appears to be very long as it seems. The man is holding a fork in the middle is an indication of hard work. He is also putting on an overall meaning that he must be very hardworking. Their facial expression is a representation of whatever they are thinking based on their daily routines that happen in a person’s life and vary from time to time. Based on all these descriptions, Stone sees Grant’s description of the two paintings as a satire but not a celebration.

c) What symbolic elements are found in the painting?
Wood made several trips to Europe to study the European styles of painting. He was motivated by a painter called Jan Van (Gonzalez 117). He enjoyed painting and creates images that would capture the attention of his viewers. He used these skills to make the Gothic paintings, which have a number of symbolic elements. He used this talent to earn a living through designing wallpapers and drawing advertisements.
The American Gothic was the first painting that Grant painted and is still relevant to this day. When Grant first displayed it, many people criticized it as a reflection of the rural lifestyle found in America. Grant was inspired to paint the painting by a house he saw in Southern Iowa. This house is visible in the background of the painting. Wood then looked for characters who he assumed that they would live in such a house. The two characters are seen standing in the middle of the house, and they were an Iowan farmer and his daughter, whom he modeled from his dentist Dr.Byron Mckeeby and his sister Nan Wood Graham. At the center of the painting, we also find a pitchfork with three spikes.
All the images found in the painting are exaggerated. The long Gothic window can be seen behind the two characters. Their exaggerated facial expression represents the satirical life of the American culture. The Iowans did not appreciate the drawing as it expressed a distaste of the Iowan life. Grant never explained whether his painting was meant to indicate satire, or it was mean to be sincere. He made confusing statements during his lifetime in an attempt to answer this question. He said that there was satire in his painting, but he also said that in any realistic stamen, there is satire.
The pitchfork is in the middle of the painting. It has white tips glinting at the viewers in between the two characters. A rake would represent the farming culture in a better way, but Wood opted to use the fork, which brings out a strong feeling. The three-spiked fork can be used to represents hard work and also labor. It seems to portray the American ideal of a self-made man and also the American dream. It means that those that work hard will be rewarded. The two people in the painting are a representation of the working class, but they do not seem to be very satisfied with the kind of lifestyle they are living. The fork stands between the viewers and the characters. The viewer's reflection is the cold condition that exists between the farmer and his daughter. The fork acts as a boundary between the viewer and the characters creating a hostile and thin border.
A different interpretation of the image can also be made. During the painting of the image by Wood, there was a great depression in America. It was affecting the lifestyle of many Americans, such that they lacked the essential goods and services. The fork, in this case, can act as a representation of determination and steadiness that the Americans had. This was to work hard and persevere The Great Depression.
The pitchfork is a symbol of being rich. It was viewed as a symbol of mighty Poseidon, who was the god of the sea.  According to Christianity, the fork was viewed as a symbol of evil and wicked activities. In Halloween, it is still seen as a dark force. It does not appear in The Bible, but priests use the devil’s image with a three spiked fork, which represented families of farmers who attended church. It is highly associated with darkness, defiance, and mischief.
It is, however, viewed differently in some religions. In the Hindu, the trident has a three spiked fork that symbolically wards off the evil. The Buddhists thought that the trident is associated with the right conduct or knowledge. This kind of pitchforks was used in the Midwestern farms to gather and pick chaff after separating it from wheat. In Wood’s panting, the American Gothic, it is used to represent a boundary, which separates the subjects and the viewers in a hostile manner. It portrays hard work and has some danger associated with it in its meaning and also some harshness in the serene environment. It is not very clear whether Wood intended to indicate satire in the Iowan people or capture the culture.
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